Dear Parents and Carers,

This Sunday is the start of the season of Advent, a word
which means ‘important arrival’. Advent is the time to
start making preparations to celebrate Christ’s birth -
God’s momentous arrival into our world in the person
of Jesus.

The Gospel reminds us that there is no time to lose.

We shouldn’t put off our good resolutions until New Year.

Now, Advent, is the time to think about the way we live
our lives and begin to make any necessary changes.

The message is clear for all of us: we are to 'stay
awake!’ Pope Francis reminds us, *Christ asks us to
be wide awake and alert, to see the things in life
that really matter.”

Enrich this special season through exploring this
Sunday’s Gospel and this Wednesday’s word,
which is ADVENT.
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THE GOSPEL IN CHURCH
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Jesus said to his disciples,
“There will be signs in the sun
and moon and stars and on
the earth, and the powers of
M heaven will be shaken. And then
they wlll see the Son of Man approaching
in a cloud with power and great glory.
When these things begin to take place,
stand upright, hold your heads high,
because your liberation is near at hand.
Watch yourselves; be careful not to let
your hearts be weighed down with the
cares of life. Stay awake, praying at
all times for the strength to stand with
confidence before the Son of Man.”

Adapted from Luke 21:25-28.34-36
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Jesus said to his disciples, “There will be signs in the sun N,
and moon and stars. Then people will see the Son of Man A

returning in the clouds with power and great glory. You must
always be ready, because only my Heavenly Father knows

when this will happen.” 2y Gospel G:
What did Jesus say we must always be? ook at this Sunday’s Gospe
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"Advent is a journey towards Bethlehem. The Birth of Jesus brings us the Np :

good news that we are loved immensely by God.” Pope francis
Advent is fhe fime when we make an exira effort fo be more Advent Is an opportunity fo be spirifually refreshed and helps us get

loving fowards God and our neighbours. Ask your child what for Christmas. Choose something to do, individually or as a
they think the word 'Advent’ means (parent help: for the family, to stay spiritvally ‘awake’ and make this Advent prayerful
answer, pkase see the 'Parent Letter' on the front page). and special. Perhaps you can: say a prayer together as you put
What do they know about Advent? What do they fike best about up the crib or the Advent wreath; pray especially for someone
this season which leads up fo Christmas? You may want to share (or better still for a few people) each evening throughout Advent;
with your child what you fike best about the season of Advent. go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession); go to Church
on Sundays; regularly give thanks to God for the gift of Jesus.
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Cross out the letters @ © K in the jumbled words below to find 4 real words. g
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Each Advent we think about Mary and Joseph’s difficult Mm,mwwm“m '

Journey to Bethlehem. This Advent, let us pray especially
for all those people who have been forced to make dangerous
Journeys, similar to that of Mary and Joseph, fo find safety. Nq..........ccccevininnininnne
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